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New Titles for Children and Young People
Aitmatov, Chingiz. The White Ship; tr. by Mirra Ginsburg. Crown, 1972. 160p. $4.95.
Set in a remote Russian forest, a story of the Bugu clan of Kirghizia adeptly
SpR weaves the clan legend of the Homed Mother Deer into a contemporary story
7- of stunning impact. The forester is a bullying lout who sells government property
for his own benefit, who beats his wife, taunts his old father-in-law, and mistreats
the small nephew who is the protagonist of the book. The boy receives all his
love and protection from his grandfather, a man so placid and obliging that the
forester is the more contemptuous. Deserted by his parents, the boy daydreams:
he will be a fish and swim to his father's white ship, which he can see through
binoculars, in the distant lake. From his grandfather the child has learned reverence
for the clan traditions and the totem, and when his surly uncle forces the unhappy
grandfather to kill a deer, the child is sickened with dismay, knows there is no
hope for him, and goes to the water to be a fish, to swim to his father, to drown.
The writing has a quiet and compelling surge, the material about the Homed Mother
Deer and the Bugu beliefs beautifully integrated into a story that is distinguished
for its perceptive characterization, for the stark and credible plot, and for the depic-
tion of the locale.
Asimov, Isaac. ABC's of Ecology. Walker, 1972. 48p. illus. $4.50.
From additive to zonation, two headings for each letter give words and terms
Ad in ecology and pollution. Each amplified definition is accompanied by a photograph
3-6 or drawing, the definition usually relating to the effect on man's environment. The
brief, clearly phrased explanations do not give a sequential picture, but the bits
and pieces form a vivid and effective collage of facts.
Bova, Benjamin. The Amazing Laser. Westminster, 1972. 122p. illus. Trade ed. $4.95; Paper
ed. $2.95.
An exciting scientific phenomenon that has already been found to have myriad
R uses in diverse fields, and will certainly have many more applications, is described
7- with restrained enthusiasm and a clarity that takes into account the minimal scientific
knowledge of the average reader. Bova explains the functioning of light, the theories
and research that have contributed to the present state of knowledge, and the current
and potential uses of the various kinds of lasers. Although Stambler's Revolution
in Light: Lasers and Holography gives more information about holography, both
books cover substantially the same material; both are written lucidly, Bova's book
being somewhat better organized. An index is appended.
Carley, Wayne. Charley the Mouse Finds Christmas; drawings by Ruth Bagshaw. Garrard,
1972. 64p. $3.19.
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A little mouse lives in a department store, playing with his friend Holly Hamster
NR in the pet department, riding the trains in the toy department, enjoying the Christmas
K-2 decorations. Charley is disconsolate on Christmas Eve, with everyone gone and
all the holiday excitement over. Then Santa Claus appears. A little boy who had
seen Charley crying in a display window had written to Santa to tell him about
the sad mouse. Charley is delighted to respond to Santa's invitation to come live
with him, and they go off in the reindeer-drawn sleigh in the sky. Mice stories
and Christmas settings are perennially popular, but this is unfortunately both trite
and saccharine.
Cleaver, Vera. Delpha Green & Company; by Vera and Bill Cleaver. Lippincott, 1972.
141p. $3.95; paper, $1.95.
Readers who enjoyed the irrepressible loquacity and precocity of Ellen Grae will
R warm immediately to Delpha, who is the lively oldest of a family that has just
5-7 been separated for a year (Daddy was in jail) and is happily reunited. Daddy has
a glossy new diploma to prove that he is a minister of the Church of Blessed Hope;
Delpha has acquired, while at a foster home, a vigorous acquaintance with astrology,
and between the two of them and the procession of odd characters whose lives
cross theirs, the story crackles and fizzes with humor and action. Each chapter
is named for a sign of the zodiac; father wins converts to an unorthodox church
and holds his own by petitioning against the Establishment that wants to tear the
rented building down.
Cohen, Barbara. The Carp in the Bathtub; illus. by Joan Halpern. Lothrop, 1972. 48p.
Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.78 net.
When she was a little girl, Leah tells us, she and her brother knew that their
R mother had the reputation of making the best gefilte fish in New York-but they
3-4 never ate it, for by the time the carp was to be killed, it had become their friend,
their pet. This is the story of one Passover week, when Leah and Harry decide
that the carp (the nicest one they ever had) keeping fresh in the bathtub should
be rescued. They take it to a neighbor's tub, but Papa finds out, scolds them,
and retrieves the fish. He later brings home a cat, and they like it-but they never
eat gefilte fish. Lightweight but amusing, the tender solicitude of the children bal-
anced by the no-nonsense realism of their parents, this is an amiable story of a
Jewish family two generations ago. The illustrations are awkward, the figures out
of proportion but designed well and with some touches of humor.
Cole, William, comp. Oh, That's Ridiculous! Poems selected by William Cole; drawings
by Tomi Ungerer. Viking, 1972. 80p. $3.75.
As he did in his Oh, What Nonsense! the author has avoided using the frequently-
R anthologized poems of Lear, Carroll, and Gilbert ("Who're all nutty as a filbert.")
3-6 to introduce his readers to less well known selections of nonsense verse. There
are a few rhymes that have the tinge of children's doggerel, but most of them are
delightfully silly, with several verses by Shel Silverstein or by Spike Milligan, two
by the compiler, and a daft array by others, including Eleanor Farjeon, William
Jay Smith, Theodore Roethke, Laura Richards, Gelett Burgess, and Ogden Nash.
The illustrations are divinely, fittingly mad.
Croxford, Vera. All Kinds of Animals. Grosset, 1972. 56p. illus. $2.95.
An oversize book is lavishly illustrated with paintings of animals and has some
minimal use as a browsing book, since the pictures are handsome. It has, however,
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M no pagination, no table of contents, no index, and a random arrangement of topics.
3-4 Each double-page spread has three or four pictures with a few lines of text accom-
panying each; the headings are ones like "Animals that run fast, Birds that cannot
fly, Very rare animals, Colorful reptiles, Dangerous animals, Birds that display
. ." a sequence that shows the lack of grouping. The text may also be misleading,
since the categories as given are far from complete and since many animals in one
category might often fit as well into another.
Domanska, Janina, illus. I Saw a Ship A-Sailing. Macmillan, 1972. 28p. $4.95.
A well-known rhyme is illustrated by pictures that are composed with a high
R sense of design and a deft use of color. The patterns are often geometric, the details
3-5 intricate, and the bold colors of the ship, her crew, and the cargo effectively set
yrs. off by the cool pastel shades of water or a patterned background. The illustrations
are not primarily humorous, but there are amusing conceits like the clouds that
emanate from a giant pipe smoked by the man in the moon.
Elmer, Irene. Anthony's Father; illus. by George MacClain. Putnam, 1972. 47p. $3.96.
When all the children in first grade were talking about what they wanted to do,
Ad Anthony said that when he grew up he wanted to be a magician like his father.
3-4 No, not card tricks, he told the teacher-a real magician. He was allowed to take
a dragon's tooth to Show and Tell and became so irritated when the teacher talked
kindly about his imagination that he planted it in the row of paper-cup bean-growing
experiments. The next day-a little dragon. Even when it crawled on her, the teacher
couldn't see it, and she again rebuked Anthony for not discriminating between truth
and fiction. Anthony's father had to come to school, because there were dozens
of dragons soon, visible only to Anthony and his father. The theme of magic that
has gotten out of hand is very broadly adapted from the story of the sorcerer's
apprentice, and is not quite successful here, since the action is on one plane: no
other children see the dragons, they never know they were there, and the story
ends with Anthony saying gravely that people don't see things unless they believe
in them-but he and his father agree, the dragons were real. The illustrations have
a flat, often awkward quality, although they have intriguing details.
Ensign, Georgianne. The Hunt for the Mastodon; illus. with photographs and diagrams.
Watts, 1971. 80p. $4.95.
Written in a dry, matter-of-fact but not heavy style, an account of the discovery
R of mastodon teeth by two New Jersey schoolboys in 1962 and of the paleontological
5-8 research that followed is intriguing, very much in the style of Ruth Kirk's The
Oldest Man in America. Like that dig in the state of Washington, the New Jersey
site was threatened by man (in one case a dam, in the other a highway). Although
there is less suspense here, the book is just as interesting in its examination of
the techniques and problems of a dig. A brief list of books on prehistoric times
and an index are appended.
Gee, Maurine H. Chicano, Amigo; illus. by Ted Lewin. Morrow, 1972. 96p. Trade ed.
$3.95; Library ed. $3.78 net.
Kiki is eight, a cheerful boy who is bent on becoming a cub scout and has attached
Ad himself to the chief of the local den, Marc, three years his senior. Marc had come
3-5 to Kiki's rescue when the den bully was trouncing him, and after that he was to
find Kiki rather a pest. "Marc's Chicano," the bully called him. When Kiki did
get to go on an overnight campout with Marc's help, he proved to be an intermittent
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nuisance, and Marc, in irritation, told the younger boy that he could just stay away
from him. Yet when Kiki was buried under a pile of rubble after a minor earthquake,
it was Marc who first came to his rescue. They were, after all, friends. The charac-
ters are adequately portrayed, the writing style competent; there is no paucity of
action; what the book lacks is any direction of plot.
Goodall, John S. Jacko. Harcourt, 1972. 59p. illus. $3.50.
A story in pictures uses the familiar Goodall technique: full pages alternate with
R half pages, so that half of each scene changes with the turn of the mini-page. The
2-5 setting is England in the eighteenth century, and Jacko is a monkey who escapes
yrs. from his owner and stows away on a sailing ship inadvertently. He has hidden
himself in a sea chest, and emerges in the captain's cabin, where he frees a caged
parrot. When pirates board the ship, Jacko and his friend scamper over to man
the pirate vessel, eventually landing on a tropical beach-and there he is met by
the outstretched arms of what is indubitably a fond mother monkey. The color and
action of the pictures, the appeal of the animal hero, and the humorous treatment
combine to good effect in a lively tale for pre-readers.
Greenwald, Sheila. The Hot Day; written and illus. by Sheila Greenwald. Bobbs-Merrill,
1972. 29p. $4.50.
Lively drawings of a large family suffering in the cloying heat of summer show
M the rigors of what it was like "in the old days, before air conditioning," the jacket
K-2 states-ignoring the fact that many tenement dwellers today are without that boon.
Only the roomer in the apartment is cool; he has a fan. One evening when their
parents and the roomer are out, the children turn on the fan and blow talcum powder
over themselves. When the roomer walks in, he screams and runs away, carrying
what seems to be an instantly packed suitcase but leaving his fan-to the family's
pleasure. The pictures give the atmosphere of New York's lower east side earlier
in the century, but the story wilts with the unconvincing flight of the roomer.
Hendrich, Paula. Who Says So? illus. by Trina Schart Hyman. Lothrop, 1972. 160p. Trade
ed. $4.50; Library ed. $4.14 net.
Mother is a psychologist, father an inventor, and Lucinda, the youngest of five
Ad volatile children, an eleven-year-old who is in love with the supernatural. When
4-6 they move into an old house, Lucinda decides that she will evoke a spirit, and
she does. Janaka is a sturdy girl just Lucinda's age but unfortunately too shy to
become visible to anyone else. Only at the end of the story, when Lucinda puts
Janaka into a parade, pretending that she is a holographic image, do the others see
Lucinda's friend. Since the writing style is sprightly and the characters are, for
the most part, believable (there are two stereotyped old ladies, an eccentric and
a Hokinson) this would be an engaging story were it not weakened by the subplots
about the eccentric's birds, her feud with the other neighbor, her entry in the county
fair, and some rather large doses of sophisticated but irrelevant conversations among
the children.
Hirsch, S. Carl. The Riddle of Racism. Viking, 1972. 222p. $5.50.
A good survey of race prejudice and persecution in America is chronologically
R arranged and covers, as does Froman's Racism (reviewed in the July, 1972 issue)
7-10 scientific findings as well as the tarnished record of the treatment of racial minorities.
Hirsch includes more material about popular controversy and the opinions of politi-
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cal and religious leaders than Froman does; the major part of both books is devoted
to the treatment of black Americans. Solid, thoughtful, and well-written, the book
has a lengthy section of notes on sources and an appendix.
Hirsh, Marilyn, ad. How the World Got its Color; ad. and illus. by Marilyn Hirsh. Crown,
1972. 26p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.70 net.
A very simple adaptation of an Oriental legend is illustrated with clean-lined,
Ad uncluttered pictures; the brevity of the story and the style of writing make this
4-6 more suitable for very young children than are most legendary tales. The plot:
yrs. once there was no color in the world save for the painting set of one artist; his
little daughter took the paints outside and painted the poppies red, the leaves
green, her own kimono purple-patterned, and the gods were pleased and smiled,
and as they smiled, colors came into the world. The use of color after the first
black and white pages is very effective.
Hoban, Lillian. Arthur's Christmas Cookies; written and illus. by Lillian Hoban. Harper,
1972. 64p. (I Can Read Books). $2.50.
Arthur had spent his entire fifty-two cents of savings on refreshments and a
R comic. What could he give his parents for Christmas? Cookies, that's what, the
1-2 kind of cookies he'd learned to make in cub scouts. His sister Violet having agreed
that he could use her Bake-E-Z oven, Arthur proceeded, with the kind counsel
of his sister and two friends, to cook. Unfortunately, one of the friends gave Arthur
salt instead of sugar, and the cookies were rock-hard. At first despondent, Arthur
had a brilliant solution: he painted the cookies and attached hooks, and there they
were, Christmas tree ornaments! The characters are monkeys but, like the Hoban
badger Frances, are endearingly like human children. Their conversation is realisti-
cally childlike, as are their actions. The Christmas setting is appealing, the plot
has problem, conflict, and solution yet is not too complex for the beginning indepen-
dent reader, and the simplicity and humor make the book an appropriate one for
reading aloud to preschool children also.
Holbrook, Sabra. A Stranger in My Land; A Life of FranCois Villon. Farrar, 1972. 166p.
$4.95.
An adequately written biography that is weakened by too many instances of
Ad "perhaps" and "he must often have" and "it is probable that," but that has many
7-10 strong points: although not all of the details of Villon's life are known, those that
have been verified are fascinating; many poems are quoted and are provided with
quite graceful translations; a large section is devoted to writings about the poet
or based on his work. The historical background of the text, and the ample bibliog-
raphy add to the book's value; an index is appended.
Honness, Elizabeth (Hoffman). The Etruscans; An Unsolved Mystery. Lippincott, 1972.
128p. $4.95.
An examination of the ancient culture of Etruria, written in a rather stolid style.
Ad The text describes the tomb-findings; illustrations show the beauty of the painting,
6-9 sculpture, pottery, and jewelry of the Etruscans. In discussing what is known of
Etruscan history and what is conjectural, the author frequently quotes from contem-
porary specialists and from ancient writers. The material is fascinating, the informa-
tion is detailed, but the book is weakened by such confusing statements as (in report-
ing the theory of Herodotus that the Etruscans were of Lydian origin rather than
being a native culture) "His version was first questioned four centuries later" by
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Dionysius, who came from Halicarnassus, "where Herodotus was born nearly half
a century earlier." A bibliography and an index are appended.
Hopf, Alice L. Biography of a Rhino; illus. by Kiyo Komoda. Putnam, 1972. 63p. $3.49.
An excellent presentation of information in story form, Biography of a Rhino
R describes the capture of a white rhinoceros by African game preserve wardens.
2-4 The baby rhino is named Fari; her mother has died and Fari is cosseted and bottle-
fed, becoming so tame that she rubs playfully against passing cars for her own com-
fort-to the detriment of the vehicles' paint. Taken off into the wilderness, Fari makes
her way back to the ranger station, but eventually she drifts off to find a mate.
Fari is killed by poachers, an event that gives the author an opportunity to deplore
the extermination of threatened species. The narrative framework is handled with
skill, with facts about feeding, mating, symbiotic relationships, and other information
about the rhinoceros smoothly incorporated.
Howard, Vanessa. A Screaming Whisper; photographs by J. Pinderhughes. Holt, 1972. 59p.
Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.59 net.
Vanessa Howard's poems were first published in the anthology Voice of the Chil-
R dren (reviewed in the May, 1971 issue) compiled by June Jordan and Terri Bush,
7- who had worked with Vanessa and other children in a creative writing workshop.
Now seventeen, the author has proved to be one of the outstanding younger black
poets. Her writing has a depth and insight that give substance to yearning, or anger,
or compassion. Some of the selections have appeared in Voice of the Children
or in Nancy Larrick's collection I Heard a Scream in the Street (reviewed in the
April, 1971 issue) which is also a collection of poems written by young urbanites.
Hunter, Mollie. A Sound of Chariots. Harper, 1972. 242p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed.
$4.79 net.
Set in Scotland, the story of Bridie McShane is quite unlike the ghostly tales
SpR or adventure stories which Mollie Hunter writes with such skill. This is no less
7-10 skilled, but it is a quiet book, thoughtful and mature, its deliberate pace and nuance
likely to be most appreciated by the sensitive reader. Bridie was her father's favorite,
and when word came from the hospital that he was dead, she was flayed with
grief, unable to accept the loss, terribly and suddenly aware of the fragile quality
of life. Although there are dramatic moments in the story, there is little action;
the book ends with Bridie, away from home for the first time as a young adult
(she is nine at the beginning of the story) accepting the fact that she will be a
writer although she cannot afford college, that she can live to express all that she
had learned from her father and all the fears that his death had aroused, and that
she can use her emotions in creative ways rather than burrow in them.
Jameson, Cynthia, ad. Catofy the Clever; illus. by Wallace Tripp. Coward, 1972. 42p. Trade
ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.39 net.
A lively animal story, adapted from an old Russian tale, is illustrated with brisk,
R funny drawings that capture the pompous or timid emotions of its characters. A
K-3 thieving nuisance, Catofy the cat has been abandoned in the woods by his master.
He is quickly captured as a husband by Missy Fox, and she tricks the bear and
the wolf into making contributions to the home larder by threatening them with
Catofy's ferocity as the Czar's deputy. The large animals hide, the cat comes to
look at the loot, quite by chance he frightens both animals away, and Catofy and
his bride are thenceforth in the catbird seat. Nicely written, an excellent story for
telling.
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Kerr, M. E. Dinky Hocker Shoots Smack. Harper, 1972. 198p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library
ed. $4.79 net.
Dinky Hocker spent all her money on food, she looked it, and who would want
R to date her? But Tucker, who was smitten by Dinky's visiting cousin, had to get
7-10 her a date or Natalia wouldn't go to the dance with him. So he found P. John,
the plump school square-and there was instant rapport, with Weight Watchers
an added bond. The young romance is blighted by Dinky's parents, who cannot
take P. John's open espousal of reactionary ideas, and who are too busy running
home encounter groups for drug addicts to see that their child is miserable. The
title phrase is one that Dinky paints on walls and sidewalks in angry protest-she
doesn't use drugs. This is both hilariously funny, with sparkling dialogue, and
sharply observant. The characterization, the relationships (particularly those
between parents and children) and the writing style are excellent.
Kingman, Lee. The Meeting Post; A Story of Lapland; illus. by Des Asmussen. T. Y.
Crowell, 1972. 63p. Trade ed. $3.75; Library ed. $3.50 net.
Matti was perfectly happy living alone with his grandmother in their little hut
R in Finnish Lapland, and he dreaded leaving her to go to school. But he was eight
3-5 now, and there had been an official government letter-so Matti had taken the
bus to school. The adjustment to dormitory life, to being surrounded by people
who spoke Finnish, to being separated from grandmother, was difficult. Matti uses
all his money to buy grandmother a radio for Christmas, and he can hardly wait
to be with her again. It is through the kindness of an understanding teacher that
Matti's gift is made possible and his Christmas joy is complete when his present
from her proves to be the beautiful belt, inherited from his father, that he had
sold to get the radio. Despite the Christmas emphasis, this is not really a Christmas
story as much as it is a picture of a child's adjustment to a new environment.
Sympathetic, simply told, this has the double appeals of an unusual setting and
a tender relationship.
Kohn, Bernice. The Busy Honeybee; illus. by Mel Furukawa. Four Winds, 1972. 37p. Trade
ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.89 net.
Detailed and beautiful black and white drawings add to both the usefulness and
R the attractiveness of a book that is nicely gauged for the read-aloud audience but
K-3 is straightforward and informative enough to be enjoyed by readers in the second
and third grades independently. The text is continuous, but large blocks of white
space separate topics, and the coverage is good, including information on stages
of growth, division of labor, gathering and storing food, mating, care of the young,
and signaling by flying dance patterns.
Langstaff, John M., comp. Soldier, Soldier, Won't You Marry Me? illus. by Anita Lobel.
Doubleday, 1972. 28p. $4.95.
Musical notation for the words of the old folk song are provided at the back
Ad of this small book. The lively, colorful illustrations, small framed pictures above
K-2 the lyrics, show an eager little girl proposing to a very large soldier; each time
he refuses her because he lacks an item of clothing, she rushes off to purchase
what he needs. Alas, he finally tells her he cannot marry her because he has a
wife at home. The repetition in pattern is appealing, and the pictures are delightful,
but the whole is rather unsubstantial as a book.
Lee, Mildred. Fog. Seabury, 1972. 250p. $5.95.
Lucky Luke: nice parents, the friendship of the guys in the clubhouse gang, and
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R best of all-Milo. Pretty, popular Milo, who had turned to him after she broke
7-10 up with Forrest, who could have had any guy she wanted. True, Milo didn't seem
to be deeply in love with him, but that would change. But growing up isn't easy,
and Luke had a series of blows: a clubhouse fire in which Luke and all the others
were hurt, and then the death of his wise and gentle father. When Forrest came
back to town, Luke was apprehensive-and his fear was justified. Milo had not
forgotten him, still loved him, and told Luke so, weeping. Stunned, Luke went
home and in the quiet, sober way that was so like his father's put Milo's picture
away. End of a story. Written with consummate skill and understanding compassion,
the story is remarkable for its balanced treatment, for the realistic way in which
the plot develops, for the perceptive characterization, and for the wholly convincing
and moving picture of the painful process of growing up.
Lester, Julius, ad. The Knee-High Man, and Other Tales; illus. by Ralph Pinto. Dial, 1972.
29p. Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.47 net.
Rural scenes in quiet colors are a background for nicely-detailed creatures in
R an appealing collection of six animal stories from black folklore. The clever Mr.
K-2 Rabbit outwits Mr. Bear and a farmer in two of the tales; two are "Why" stories,
another proves that you should never trust a snake, and the sixth is on the familiar
theme of the person (sometimes it's an animal) who is dissatisfied with himself,
tries to change, and gratefully accepts what he can't do anything about-in this
case, the knee-high man resigns himself after consultation with a wise owl. The
style of telling is direct and simple, and the book should be useful for storytelling
as well as for reading aloud. Sources are cited.
Lidstone, John. Building with Wire; photographs by Roger Kerkham. Van Nostrand, 1972.
95p. $6.95.
A useful book to use at home or in arts and crafts classes is illustrated by photo-
R graphs that show the step-by-step construction of mobiles, stabiles, sculpture,
5-9 jewelry, and other objects made of wire. The materials are all simple and easily
obtainable, and several suppliers are listed from whom catalogs may be obtained.
The directions are clear, both for making specific objects and for techniques in
general.
Lipke, Jean Coryllel. Conception and Contraception; illus. by Robert Fontaine. Lerner,
1972. 54p. $3.95.
Sex Outside of Marriage; illus. by Patricia Bateman. Lerner, 1972. 54p. $3.95.
Two of a sex education series, the titles ranging from Birth to Marriage, with
Ad a considerable amount of overlapping and duplication in individual titles. The books
6-9 give accurate information, although Conception and Contraception refers to sperm
cells "growing tired" and states "one of the tubes may contain an egg cell, but
the sperm cells do not know which one." In Sex Outside of Marriage over a third
of the text is devoted to the problems of premarital pregnancy; the rest of the book
discusses venereal diseases, alternatives to sexual intercourse, and homosexuality.
There is no preaching, but the author's viewpoint on sex outside of marriage encour-
ages no sexual intimacy. The series does not compare favorably with the Follett
series on sex and family life which is better illustrated and organized, and it is
not as well written as many of the single-volume books on the subject.
Mayne, William. The Incline. Dutton, 1972. 192p. $4.95.
Set in England early in this century, this is both a moving story of an adolescent
boy's difficult introduction into problems of adult life and an engrossing picture of
[60]
R the intricate relationships within a small community. Mason's father is manager
6-10 of a quarry owned by an old friend, Jedediah, and is incredulous when he learns
that Jedediah has turned against him along with the quarrymen who blame the finan-
cial failure of the business on him-indeed, they question his probity. Mason, who
has just begun his first job as a bank clerk, is doubly troubled because he adores
Jedediah's daughter. The owner's actions, in the solution of the problem, are consis-
tent with the wonderfully vigorous character Mayne has drawn, and the ending
is dramatic, satisfying, and convincing. Mayne's writing has always been dis-
tinguished for its evocation of mood and place, and for the flavor and vitality of
its dialogue. Here it is, in addition, especially effective in characterization.
Moffett, Martha. A Flower Pot is Not a Hat; illus. by Susan Perl. Dutton, 1972. 32p. $3.95.
A flower pot is not a hat, nor are lampshades and frying pans hats, "But if I
Ad put it on my head it is." The same pattern is repeated with other objects; i.e.
2-4 dictionaries and typewriters aren't chairs, but if you sit on them, they are; daddy's
yrs. pipe and mother's purse are not toys, but ... and so on. The text doesn't dif-
ferentiate between using mother's purse as a toy and the fact that it was not made
as a toy, but it can be enjoyed for its humor and the lively, funny pictures, and
can be used as a basis for discussing names of objects and their uses with small
children.
Morton, Miriam. Pleasures and Palaces; The After-School Activities of Russian Children.
Atheneum, 1972. 136p. illus. $5.25.
Profusely illustrated with photographs, this report on the organized after-school
R and weekend pursuits of 35,000,000 Russian children is overwhelming. The text
4-7 is written in straightforward style, the author reporting on what she has observed
in visits to Russia. The interest circles, kruzhki, are operated under the aegis of
the Young Pioneers, a semi-political group to which most children belong (the Soviet
Union has forty million children) and the activities are palatially housed. The equip-
ment is lavish, enabling the children to pursue innumerable hobbies: making movies,
putting out television programs, studying nature, learning to run a train or sail a
boat or practice the skills of archeologists and-except for the actual space
flight-cosmonauts. There are ballet classes, music lessons and orchestras, kruzhki
for dancers, stamp collectors, model plane makers, et cetera. Many of the groups
have made practical contributions: a farm group bred a special kind of rabbit, the
young fishermen were called on for help in a conservation emergency, the children
who were learning to run a railroad by operating their own also planted trees along
the route.
Myers, Garry Cleveland. Christmas Wishes; illus. by Anthony Rao. Highlights for Children,
1972. 29p. $1.95.
Illustrated with mediocre drawings in blue, black and white, a series of poems
NR discuss behavior and emotions in sanctimonious vein and pedestrian style. "If for
3-4 Christmas/ I did not receive/ The gift I so much wanted/ I would not grouch and
fret/ Because of what I didn't get," or "Around Christmastime/ As long as I live/
I wish I thought less/ Of what I'll get/ But thought more/ Of what I'll give/ I
wish I could always believe/ It's more blessed to give/ Than it is to receive." The
material is repetitive, often using inversion to achieve rhyme. Unfortunately trite.
Myers, Walter Dean. The Dragon Takes a Wife; illus. by Ann Grifalconi. Bobbs-Merrill,
1972. 30p. $5.95.
A dragon-spoof that differs from the other light-hearted tales that take a jocund
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Ad view of the knights-and-dragons legend. Harry is a young, ambitious dragon who
3-5 just can't manage to best a knight, and what other way is there to win a wife?
He seeks the help of a good fairy, tries several of her suggestions to no avail,
and finally gets the idea when the fairy, Mabel Mae, turns herself into a dragon
to show Harry how to move. Enthralled, Harry wins his battle and also captures
Mabel Mae, who has decided dragons have more fun, she'll stay that way. Mabel
Mae is a Now fairy, a swinging chick. "Don't get uptight, honey; ain't nobody
perfect," she consoles. "Everybody blows once in a while." Mabel Mae, as con-
ceived by one of the winners of the first contest run by the Council on Interracial
Books for Children, is a Dish, saucy, cheerful, and ultrafeminine. The concept
of the awkward, determined dragon is amusing, the drawback being that the format
of the book is more suitable for the picture book age than for the independent
reader who can appreciate the burlesque.
Nicole, Christopher. Operation Neptune. Holt, 1972. 222p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed.
$4.59 net.
Like the two earlier books about Jonathan Anders, neophyte spy, this tale of
Ad adventure is not meant to be taken seriously, but it lacks the humor of the earlier
6-9 books and seems simply overdone. Sent to Ireland to find the truth about whether
or not a man who has just died is a former Nazi scientist who has left his secrets,
Jonathan bumbles into trouble with his old enemy, Anna Cantelna and her Russian
colleagues, some I.R.A. supporters, an English nobleman and his daughter, and
an American agent. The characters verge on stereotypical, but there is plenty of
lively action.
Oppenheimer, Joan L. The Coming-Down Time. Hawthorn Books, 1972. 128p. $4.95.
Stash was the pusher in their high school crowd, and Karen was afraid of him
NR even though she was his girl friend. When her parents sent her away for the summer
7-9 as a last resort, Karen was bitter-yet relieved to be away from Stash. She brought
her own cache of pills along to the small town where she was to stay as paying
guest with Viney Carpenter and her nephew Dan, a straight guy, a square, a bore.
Karen is beginning to get along fairly well when a little boy she's fond of is lost
in the woods; she rescues him, and the publicity that follows brings Stash and
his henchmen. They take Karen by force, beat up Dan and the sheriff, and are
then subdued, leaving Karen shaken and aware of how much she has changed under
the influence of Dan and Viney. The conversion and the melodramatic ending are
not convincing, but the weakness of plot structure is in presenting Karen first as
an eighteen-year-old who is addicted to drugs, and then having her avoid them,
save for one episode when she is angry and vengeful: too sudden to be convincing.
Panter, Carol. Beany and his New Recorder; illus. by Imero Gabbato. Four Winds, 1972.
42p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.88 net.
Beany plays the recorder, his brother the harpsichord, and his father the viola
Ad da gamba; his mother sings. Only the family cat, Pomponio, is bored by music,
3-4 while the others take instruments along wherever they go. At the beach, Sam uses
a psaltery instead of a harpsichord, and mother appears to be a performer on both
the tambourine and recorder. They play at the end of the day at the ski lodge,
they play around camp fires. When Beany gets a new instrument, his father tells
him the legend that is you play with joy in your heart a bird will sing along. No
luck, until Beany realizes that no bird is going to be so foolish with a cat around;
he gets Pomponio out of sight, plays, and the legend proves true. The book has
three attractive qualities: it is well-written, it is attractively illustrated, and it stresses
the pleasure of music, especially the joy of performance. But it is slow-starting
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and thin in plot; the assignment of the publisher as a grades K-3 book seems dubious
in view of the emphasis on Scarlatti, Vivaldi, and the level of the musical theme.
Peet, Creighton. Man in Flight; How the Airlines Operate. Macrae, 1972. 158p. illus. Trade
ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.79 net.
Many photographs and diagrams illustrated a book that is written in a light, brisk
R style and covers a wide range of subjects within the scope of the title. Information
7-10 on the early days of commercial airlines and on the first nurse-stewardesses has
almost a nostalgic quality when compared to the huge programs, complicated and
efficient, that exist today for training and testing crew personnel. The text also
describes the financial aspects of airlines operations, the maintenance of ships and
parts, charter flights and highjackers, regulatory agencies, airport design and super-
sonic airplanes. An index is appended.
Rinkoff, Barbara. The Watchers. Knopf, 1972. 130p. $4.99.
Sanford's head jerked. His fingers twitched. All the other boys thought this new
R kid was a creep, but Chris felt sorry for him and protected him, and Sanford clearly
5-7 was beginning to worship Chris and-just as clearly-beginning to be a nuisance.
His mother suggested that he play with normal kids, but to Chris it was a challenge;
unhappy in the home were his father's gambling instigated violent quarrels, a friend-
less underachiever at school, he needed someone to help. And Chris, who tells
the story, does help the other boy to become more active and more confident.
The achievement is realistic, the characters and dialogue convincing, and the rela-
tionships, both between the boys and the adults in their lives, perceptively drawn.
Robinson, Barbara. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever; illus. by Judith Gwyn Brown. Harper,
1972. 80p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.79 net.
"The Herdmans were absolutely the worst kids in the history of the world,"
R the story begins, and the child who is speaking documents her statement. The six
4-6 Herdmans are dirty, disrespectful, and mean. They cheat and bully and start fires
and smoke cigars and are the terrors of the elementary school. When they discover
that free food is available at Sunday School, the Herdmans turn up-and that is
how they become involved in the Christmas pageant. How does Imogene get to
be Mary? By threatening horrible revenge if anybody else volunteers. Imogene's
Mary must be read to be believed; she bawls at the Wise Men, "I've got the baby
here, don't touch him!" during rehearsal, and when her sister Gladys yells, "Hey!
Unto you a child is born," hotly disputes the fact. Jesus wasn't born to the
shepherds, he was born to her. She has had experience at home, so she doesn't
cradle the Child gently, she slings Him over her shoulder to burp Him. But on
the night of the pageant, the Herdmans, tough and articulate, are subdued by the
atmosphere and the audience. They look as alien and forlorn as Mary and Joseph
must have looked on that weary night, and they give the occasion an earthy touch.
Although there is a touch of sentiment at the end (Imogene has tears in her eyes,
the Wise Men produce not the usual gift but the Christmas ham that had been
in their charity basket) the story otherwise romps through the festive preparations
with comic relish, and if the Herdmans are so gauche as to seem exaggerated,
they are still enjoyable, as are the not-so-subtle pokes at pageant-planning in general.
Rothman, Joel. Night Lights; illus. by Joe Lasker. Whitman, 1972. 38p. Trade ed. $3.95;
Library ed. $2.96 net.
Attractive pictures, alternately in black and white and in color, show a spectrum
of scenes-indoor and outdoor, summer and winter-that show the many ways
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Ad people depend on light. The writing is matter-of-fact, a brief description accompany-
K-2 ing each picture: "Some people dine by candlelight, others watch baseball under
the glare of powerful floodlights," or "Yellow detour lights mark road repairs."
The book is pleasant to browse through and may stimulate children's discussion
of other kinds of night lights.
Russell, Helen Ross. Winter; A Field Trip Guide; photographs by Arline Strong. Little,
1972. 30p. $3.75.
Clear photographs, well placed but without captions, illustrate a nature study
Ad book that describes some of the easily observable phenomena of winter: ice and
2-4 icicles, tree buds, empty birds' nests, animal tracks in the snow, snowflakes and
frost. The text is general rather than specific, minimally informative, and subdued
in tone; it is weakened by a tendency to comment on the obvious, such as the
fact that "when ice forms on ponds or puddles it shows that water too has reached
the temperature at which it freezes."
Schlein, Miriam. My House; illus. by Joe Lasker. Whitman, 1972. 34p. Trade ed. $3.75;
Library ed. $2.81 net.
Although both the illustrations and the text have a static quality, this has a quiet
Ad appeal in the depiction of those things that make any home dear through familiarity.
3-6 There is no plot, but a boy describes the moving in, the small alterations and.adjust-
yrs. ments, the remembered events that are part of what makes a house a home. The
house is a small one, but many readers may find the porch, the boy's separate
bedroom, and the pleasant lawn and garden enviably unattainable.
Schulman, L. M. Travelers; Stories of Americans Abroad. Macmillan, 1972. 281p. $5.95.
Ten previously published short stories about travelers are as varied in style as
R they are in setting, ranging from James Baldwin's "Equal in Paris", forceful and
7- direct, to the delicate intricacies of Katherine Anne Porter's "The Leaning Tower,"
as much a picture of Berlin before the Nazi putsch as of the groping young American
artist in a pension there. Other contributors are Nelson Algren, Ernest Heming-
way, and Bernard Malamud. A good selection, an interesting book. Biographical
notes are appended.
Scott, Ann Herbert. On Mother's Lap; illus. by Glo Coalson. McGraw-Hill, 1972. 34p.
Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.72 net.
Drawings based on the artist's stay in an Eskimo village illustrate a simple and
R tender story of the warmth and security of maternal cuddling, even when shared
3-5 with a baby sister. Michael, happily rocking with Mother, hops off her lap again
yrs. and again to garner beloved possessions; when his sister wakes 'and frets, he
announces there is no room left for her. But there is, he finds, as they all snuggle
together under the reindeer blanket. The large scale of the pictures makes the book
easy to use with several children, the simplicity and familiarity of the situation
are universal.
Selsam, Millicent (Ellis). Is This a Baby Dinosaur? and Other Science Picture-Puzzles;
illus. with photographs. Harper, 1972. 32p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.79 net.
Handsome photographs, some magnified, and a lucid, informally written text make
R an enticing book for the very young naturalist. Like Tana Hoban's Look Again!
K-3 each picture of some detail of flora or fauna is provocatively deceptive, and each
is followed by another picture (sometimes several) of the whole life-form. Unlike
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the Hoban book, which has no text, this gives a considerable amount of information
about the plants and animals it pictures. A book to sharpen perception, to enjoy
for its beauty.
Shortall, Leonard. Tony's First Dive; written and illus. by Leonard Shortall. Morrow, 1972.
48p. Trade ed. $4.25; Library ed. $3.94 net.
Large print and simple style are used in a book that can be read independently
R or used for reading aloud to younger children. Tony is six, and his parents have
2-4 decided he must take swimming lessons. Pushed off the dock by a clowning boy,
Tony is frightened and gets off to a bad start, so he finds an excuse to stay home
every day until one of the lifeguards takes him in hand. Encouraged by his new
teacher, able to face swimming with a mask on (the salt water had stung his eyes)
Tony learns. His parents buy him his own mask and flippers, and the story ends
with a triumphant recovery of a woman's bracelet after the bullying boy had tried
and failed to retrieve it. The story has a good balance of fiction and instruction,
and it may encourage children who are nervous about swimming.
Silverstein, Alvin. Cancer; by Alvin and Virginia Silverstein; illus. by Andrew Antal. Day,
1972. 96p. $4.89.
A sober discussion of the types of cancer and how malignancy starts and spreads
Ad is prefaced by a description of normal body functioning. The text gives information
4-6 on the various techniques and drugs that have been used or that are being tested
as weapons against cancer, and the new information research scientists have
acquired about the structure of the cancer cell and particularly its covering. Conclud-
ing with some comments on carcinogenic agents, the authors give the address of
the American Cancer Society and a list of the most common symptoms observable
by the layman. A glossary-index that gives phonetic pronunciation (repeating the
device as used in the text) is appended. Chapter-head illustrations are jarring; the
writing is accurate, informative, and rather stiff, the parenthetical phonetics seeming
condescending for a reader concerned with so serious a problem.
Singer, Isaac Bashevis. The Wicked City; tr. by Isaac Bashevis Singer and Elizabeth Shub;
illus. by Leonard Everett Fisher. Farrar, 1972. 34p. $4.50.
An adaptation of the Biblical story of Abraham, Lot, and Lot's family is illustrated
Ad by stark, bold pictures in Fisher's distinctive style, in a deep, somber red. The
4-6 story cleaves fairly closely to Genesis, although it does not include everything and
it does add some details. The fictionalization is not wholly successful, especially
in the dialogue. It's a dramatic story, but the embellished version lacks the stately
sonority and impressiveness of the original.
Smith, Robert K. Chocolate Fever; illus. by GioiaFiammenghi. Coward, 1972. 93p. $4.95.
With parents more indulgent than wise, Henry Green was allowed to satisfy his
NR passion for chocolate in any form at any time. When he broke out into chocolate
4-5 lumps, the excited probing of medical personnel so terrified him that he ran away
and was picked up by a kindly truck driver. The truck was hijacked and Henry
and his new friend taken to an isolated hideout; rescued by dogs-by-the dozens,
all on Henry's chocolate trail, the two went on to a candy factory to deliver the
load. The candy manufacturer confessed that he, too, had had chocolate fever as
a boy, and he produced an antidote: vanilla pills. The book closes with a wiser
Henry refusing chocolate syrup on his breakfast pancakes, and his father saying,
"I think our little one is growing up fast." Only the warm character of the truck
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driver gives solidity to the story, which has didactic overtones, a flimsy plot, and
a nonsensical situation stretched to the breaking point.
Snyder, Zilpha Keatley. The Witches of Worm; illus. by Alton Raible. Atheneum, 1972.
183p. $5.25.
Blind, homely, and squirming, the newborn kitten looked like a worm. She didn't
R even like Worm, Jessica thought, but she kept him; she had little else in her life.
5-8 She had long ago been dropped by her few friends, and her mother was seldom
home; the only person she seemed to get along with was old Mrs. Fortune. Rejected
and hostile, Jessica became so emotionally disturbed that she couldn't admit to
herself that she had become cruel and deceitful; she was bewitched and the cat
possessed by a demon. It was Worm that made her tell outrageous lies. When
she learned that her mother, who had already sent Jessica to a psychiatrist, was
thinking of a special school, Jessica decided she would try exorcism. The evil is
banished-logically-by an awakening of pity for the cat, the therapy of tears, the
understanding of Mrs. Fortune, and a rapprochement with her dearest friend. The
pace and mood of the writing are compelling, the characterization perceptive and
convincing, the drama restrained. A book to broaden a reader's understanding as
well as a powerful story.
Stalder, Valerie, ad. Even the Devil is Afraid of a Shrew; A Folktale of Lapland; illus.
by Richard Brown. Addison-Wesley, 1972. 36p. $4.95.
An old Lapp tale is retold with quiet humor; the illustrations, strong in color
R and composition, have both humorous and grotesque touches. Pava Jalvi is a peace-
K-3 ful man whose life is made miserable by the bad temper and nagging of his shrewish
wife. One day he takes the opportunity of pushing her down a deep hole. Peace!
But he is conscience-stricken. He ties some strong plants together to make a
rope-not long enough. He ties plants together for three years, feels a weight at
the end, and pulls. Up comes the devil, delighted to get away from the shrew, but
the devil's subsequent mischief leads Pava Jalvi to try a trick: he pretends his wife
has gotten free and frightens the devil back below ground. "She has made my
life utter hell!" he had said, and now he is condemned to return. The illustration
shows the poor devil working away while the shrew harangues him. Last, a picture
of Pava Jalvi blissfully enjoying the lovely quiet of a summer's day. Nicely told,
nice to tell.
Stewart, Robert. The Daddy Book; illus. by Don Madden. American Heritage, 1972. 46p.
Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.83 net.
Daddies' clothes, their size and shape and color, their jobs away from home and
R the things they do around the house, are all listed in a series of busy pages, illustrated
3-5 with lively pictures. The text also shows that Daddies do their share of household
yrs. chores and caring for children. "But all Daddies love their little boys and girls. No
matter what," the book concludes, after pointing out that Daddies also get angry
sometimes. Not very weighty, but the book should appeal because of the familiarity
of some facts and the diversity in others.
Stranger, Joyce. Lakeland Vet. Viking, 1972. 183p. $5.95.
Set in the English Lake Country, the story of a veterinarian is written in a fluent
R style that gives so clear a picture of a dedicated man, the community in which
7- he lives and works, and the animals that surround him that it is more woven than
told. Dai Evans is overworked, compassionate, gentle, worried about his neighbors
whose homes are.threatened by a projected flooding of the valley. This is the one
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forward-moving plot of the book, and around it are clustered innumerable crises
of country life in which Evans is involved or by which he is affected. Despite
the lack of a strong story line, the book is replete with drama, and both the characteri-
zations and the setting are sharply real.
Suhl, Yuri. Simon Boom Gives a Wedding; illus. by Margot Zemach. Four Winds, 1972.
48p. Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.92 net.
A noodlehead story, illustrated with humorous and lively pictures, is based on a
Ad Jewish folktale. Always insistent on the best of everything, Simon wears a fur hat and
K-2 a tweed suit in summer because salesmen have told him that they were the best items
in stock. When he plans fish as the main dish for his daughter's wedding, the fishseller
says his fish are sweet as sugar; Simon decides that if sugar is the standard, he'll serve
that; the sugar seller says his sugar is as sweet as honey, so Simon changes his mind
again, and so on. The wedding guests, therefore, are finally served cool, sweet well
water. That's all, well water. They grow hungry and then sleepy, and they finally take
off in alarm when Simon Boom announces that he is sending for more water. The end-
ing is weak, the story adequately told; its mild humor is helped considerably by the
illustrations.
Townsend, John Rowe. The Summer People. Lippincott, 1972. 223p. $4.95.
Philip Martin, writing to his son and daughter-in-law, describes the summer when
R he was sixteen and vacationing with his family. Every day he and Sylvia Pilling,
6-9 just his age and daughter of family friends, went off together while the adults approv-
ingly beamed at this most suitable romance. What they didn't know was that the
two separated each day, by agreement; Sylvia was in love with a local boy, a boat-
man and fisherman, who would certainly be disapproved of by her family, and Philip
had met an odd, fragile girl in a deserted house: Ann. She is the only child of
a woman who works at a resort hotel, and she brings Philip into her game of keeping
house in the hideaway. The families' reactions, when the two are discovered, are
swift and harsh, and the end of the summer brings unhappiness to both Sylvia
and Philip. Realistically, the closing letter from Philip to his son divulges the fact
that Sylvia and Philip did marry, but that the son married Ann's daughter seems
contrived and coincidental and the epistolary framework weakens the story. The
setting and the characters are well drawn, although Ann is a weak character and
her relationship with Philip rather ponderously developed. The family scenes are
very good indeed, and the writing is polished yet deceptively casual.
Turkle, Brinton. The Adventures of Obadiah. Viking, 1972. 34p. illus. $4.50.
Act III. Obadiah, as appealing as ever, is the small Quaker boy of long-ago
R Nantucket whose vivid imagination acts as a catalyst for behavior that is, by Quaker
2-4 standards, obstreperous. Here Obadiah's fanciful pronouncements (a wolf almost
ate him, he caught a big lion on Chestnut Street) bring repeated, gentle rebukes.
But the day that the family goes to the sheepshearing, Obadiah exceeds himself:
nonstop, he delivers the story of how he rode on a sheep and the sheep threw
him into a tent and there were a clown and a pig dressed alike and then in another
tent a pretty lady asked him to dance ... and so on. This time, however, Obadiah's
adventure is real. Corroborated, after his family expresses disbelief, by an adult
witness. Readers can share the complacent satisfaction that any child would feel
in such a circumstance, and the whole book is gay and affectionate in tone. A
lively tale, delightful pictures.
Viorst, Judith. Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day; illus. by
Ray Cruz. Atheneum, 1972. 28p. $4.50.
The youngest of three boys, Alexander wakes to a series of mishaps. It is obvi-
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R ously going to be a horrible, no good, etc. His prognostication is entirely accurate,
K-3 things go wrong before, during, and after school, and he periodically thinks of going
to Australia. No sweetness-and-light ending here, as a cruel fate pursues Alexander
right up to bedtime; there is however, a consoling note in mother's last, sympathetic
remark. Some days are like that-even in Australia. Small listeners can enjoy the
litany of disaster, and perhaps be stimulated to discuss the possibility that one con-
tributes by expectation. The illustrations capture the grumpy dolor of the story, rue-
fully funny.
Wahl, Jan. The Very Peculiar Tunnel; illus. by Steven Kellogg. Putnam, 1972. 59p. $4.95.
Trixie and her brother Nicholas come to the zoo, and while wandering about
M they hear a jackdaw call, "Oh, let us out of our cages!" Nicholas opens the cage
3-4 door, the two children dress the giant bird in a raincoat and hat, and they climb
on the zoo train. When they emerge from the tunnel, the jackdaw is at the throttle
and the train is in a fantasy land. Surrounded by animals, the children frolic, eat
breadfruit, dance naked in the moonlight, and are watched over by the animals.
They take the train back to the zoo, release the animals, and send them off through
the very peculiar tunnel. The lively pictures, the appeal of the animals, and the
concern of the children for the beasts are positive factors, but the story is weakened
by a stretched plot, uneven writing style, and the conception of zoo-keepers as
hostile, even cruel, to animals.
Wayne, Kyra Petrovskaya. The Awakening. Grosset, 1972. 185p. $4.95.
The author's background as a young actress and, during the siege of Leningrad,
R a nurse, gives authenticity and color to the story of a young Russian girl. Zina
7-10 is a student at a school for children who are musically gifted; enamoured of an
older man, she is accused by her tyrannical grandmother of having an affair and
fears that the man has been jailed after the matter is reported by grandmother.
Even when vindicated by a doctor, Zina is harangued and carped at-no wonder
she and her withdrawn mother are relieved when grandmother is hospitalized.
Through the sympathetic Dr. Cohen, Zina meets his daughter, a student at ballet
school who becomes her best friend. Raissa disapproves of Zina's new love affair
with Victor, another dancer, knowing that the boy has been the protege of a prima
ballerina and that he is an opportunist. Victor's mistress takes pains to let Zina
see the situation, so that loss is added to the fact that her mother has become
mentally unstable and is hospitalized. Desperately she turns to Raissa and is over-
joyed when her friend agrees to move, with her mother (just back from internment
as a political prisoner, widowed and broken) into Zina's apartment. The story closes,
"She had someone to love who needed her. At last." Politically candid, psychologi-
cally sound, a story that is dramatic in impact, perceptive in characterization, posi-
tive in its assertion that youth can surmount what hardships it must.
Wildsmith, Brian. The Owl and the Woodpecker. Watts, 1972. 29p. illus. $4.95.
Brian Wildsmith's pictures are always a joy to look at, vibrant with lavish color
Ad in strong tones. The story they illustrate is less strong. An owl makes a home
3-6 in a tree in which a woodpecker has been living, and the daytime noise irritates
yrs. him. The two birds quarrel, the other animals are partisan to one or the other,
but hope to end the quarrel by pushing over the tree. Their efforts fail, but the
gnawing of beavers so weakens the tree that it falls in a storm. The woodpecker
warns the owl, saves his life, and they achieve a modus vivendi. The slight plot
moves contrivedly, although it is adequately written, the ending a bit pedantic.
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